acuity , ; slight pallor of left optic disc; no central scotoma. Tonsils chronically enlarged. There is slight anemia and the differential count of white cells shows a relative lymphocytosis of 36%. Wassermann reaction : negative in the bloodserum and cerebrospinal fluid (which latter is likewise in other respects normal and at normal pressure). Brachial blood-pressure: averages about 150/80 mm. Hg. Nothing abnormal found on examination of the thoracic and abdominal viscera and urine.
Clinically the case seems to be in the main one of sided hemi-athetosis, though the movements in stretching out the left hand to grasp an object partake of the character of hemi-chorea. Probably the sudden onset of the symptoms in the left arm corresponded to a lesion of some kind in the basal ganglia region of the right side of the brain. If this were so, the case would not be unlike those cases of hemi-athetosis commencing after hemiplegia.
A fl0ia;X2
As the movements are absent when the patient is resting in the ordinary way, the case is essentially "dyskinetic " in nature. The syndrome in some respects resembles not only spasmodic torticollis and chorea (as noted above) but also motor tic and torsion-spasm. Some of the movements, evoked by the patient arranging her clothes, are illustrated in the accompanying figures from photographs kindly taken by Dr. Weisswange.
With her right hand, if the writing paper is kept fixed, she can write very slowly and with great difficulty in a jerky and cramp-like way; she always uses a pencil to write with, as she spoils a pen.
Postscript.-At the meeting Dr. Worster-Drought and Dr. Stolkind told Dr. Weber that they were convinced that the case was post-encephalitic in origin.
Erythrocyanosis Frigida Crurum Puellarum
This is a typical example of the condition of the legs in young women, which is now often termed erythrocyanosis frigida crurum puellarum. In regard to this name, it should be remembered that the condition is not confined entirely to girls, but occurs in adult women sometimes. The adjective frigida (cold) helps to distinguish the condition from tuberculous erythema induratum (Bazin's disease), with which it is still sometimes confused. In the present case Pirquet's cutireaction for tuberculosis is almost negative. The patient (I. V.), a young woman, aged 19 years, of somewhat " fleshy" build, says that the erythrocyanosis of the legs dates from ten years ago, and is, of course, worse in cold weather. The chilblainy condition of her hands, from which she first suffered in the winter 1931-1932, has a somewhat similar appearance. There is nothing special by ordinary examination of the thorax, abdomen, mouth, fauces, urine, and blood, excepting very slight enlargement of axillary lymphatic glands; the differential leucocyte count gives 35% lymphocytes. Menstruation, which commenced at 13 years of age, is fairly regular; knee-jerks active. Brachial blood-pressure: 5/1065 mm. Hg. The blood-serum gives negative Wassermann and Meinicke reactions. Blood-serum calcium (December 2, 1932): 8-1 mgm. %.
I discussed this condition of the legs in my paper on " Two Diseases due to Fashion in Clothing" (Brit. Med. Journ., 1925, i, p. 960), before the term erythrocyanosis crurum was introduced. The condition is not necessarily associated with chilblains or acrocyanosis in the hands, but nevertheless appears to be due to relative exposure to cold in specially susceptible subjects. In the present case there is a chilblainy tendency, and the legs itch when warmed before a fire, just like a chilblainy hand does. During the winter of 1931-1932, the orythrocyanosis became open like a chilblain. The case is definitely one of the chilblainy type of erythrocyanosis to which Klingmiiller has specially drawn attention (cf. Klingrniiller and Dittrich, Arch. Derm. and Syph., 1930, xxii, p. 615) . With rest in a warm bed and calcium therapy, the condition of the legs would probably rapidly improve.;
Chronic CEdema of [Legs with Large Turgid' Hands. -F. PARKES WEBER, M.D.
The patient, A. W., aged 29 years, an unmarried woman, has had chronic cedema of the feet and legs since the age of 13 years, when she is said to have had erysipelas,
